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There once lived a sinner in a little town at
the edge of the desert. He was a cheat, a
gambler, a drunk and was steeped in other
wrongdoings. People did not like him.

He grew old and died, as do all human
beings. So notorious was he for his evil

deeds that no one came to
his janaza (funeral) prayers. They even
refused to bury him in the town cemetery.

The sinner had a son. Unlike his father, the
boy was virtuous, of good character. Since
no one came for the funeral prayers, the
boy took his father’s body in a cart to the
desert, there

to pray for him

and bury him.

As he was

digging the

grave, a

shepherd

passed by with

his sheep.

“What are you
doing?” asked
the shepherd
of the boy.

“l am digging a grave for my father”, said
the boy. “He was unpopular with the
townspeople for his wrongdoings. So |
brought his body here to say the funeral
prayers and bury him.

The shepherd’s heart melted at the
dedication of the boy for his father. He took
the shovel from the boy’s hands and helped
dig the grave. The two of them said the
prayers for the deceased and the shepherd
said a prayer for the dead man. Then they
buried the man.

That night the boy had a dream. He saw his
father in heaven surrounded by Allah’s mercy.

k

“How are you, my father?” asked the boy.

“God accepted the prayers of the shepherd
and granted me bounties from His divine
Grace. | am so happy here”.

The boy was curious to know what prayer the
shepherd had said for his father. He searched
all around and finally caught up with him.

“What did you say in your prayers that
earned my father the grace of God, even
though he was known for his evil deeds?”

“l knew your father and he had also done

me wrong. But | forgave him” the shepherd

said. And |

prayed for

him: “0O my

Rabb! | am

your

unworthy

servant. | am

only a

shepherd.

This man did

me wrong but

| forgave him.

You are the

Forgiver of all Forgivers and Provider to all

the worlds. Forgive this man, erase his sins

and grant him from vyour choicest
bounties.”

“Find someone to forgive, so that He may
forgive you.”

Khair, Inshallah (“It is good, as
God Wills it”)

There once lived a king who was fond of
fencing and hunting. He was a good king
but he was impulsive and was given to
hasty decisions. His vizier, a God fearing
soul and a man of wisdom, was his constant

[o3]
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companion. No matter what the king did,
the vizier humored him and said: “Khair,
inshallah” (“Itis good, as God Wills it”).

One day, the king was practicing fencing
with one of his companions. In his impulse,
he lunged forward and thrust his sword at
his opponent. To defend himself, the
opponent had to respond with vigor and in
the process cut off one of the king’s fingers.
The fencing bout was stopped as the king
bled and a Hakim had to be called in to
bandage the severed finger.

The vizier who was
standing on the sidelines
and was a witness to the
entire episode, exclaimed:
“Khair, inshallah”.

The king was furious at the
Vizier. “How dare he say
that my losing a finger is
good?” the king thought. In
his anger, he ordered the
vizier to be thrown into the
dungeons.

As the vizier was bound in heavy iron chains
and was dragged out by the soldiers, he
exclaimed, “Khair, inshallah!” The king was
baffled by the Vizier's exclamation but said
nothing.

A few months later, as the finger of the king
healed, he went out hunting with his
entourage. Deep in the thick forest he saw a
deer. He pressed his heals to the stirrups.
The king’s horse lunged forward and sped
towards the targeted prey. So focused was
the king on the deer that he lost his way.
His entourage was left behind and the king
found himself all alone. Exhausted after a
long chase, he dismounted to rest under a
tree and soon went to sleep.

When he woke up, the king found himself
surrounded by a band of cannibals whose
custom it was to capture a man once a year

k
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and offer him as sacrifice on their altar. The
only requirement was that the man be
healthy, without blemish or body defects.

The cannibals took the king to their chief
who ordered that the captured king be
readied for sacrifice. But as he was being
prepared for sacrifice, the cannibals noticed
that the man they had captured was missing
a finger. This was unacceptable according to
their custom. So they let the king go free.

Alone, the king stumbled through the forest

for many days and, as if by divine decree,
found his way back to his
palace. He realized how the
missing finger had saved his
life and the wisdom of the
vizier's exclamation, “Khair,
inshallah”.

Remorse filled his heart and

he ordered that the vizier

be freed and brought back

to his presence. He

expressed his regrets to the
vizier for the incarceration and reappointed
him to his old position with honors.

After a few days, the king asked the vizier,
“l now understand the wisdom of your
exclamation, “Khair, inshallah” when | lost
my finger while fencing. But why did you
say, “Khair, inshallah”, when | ordered that
you be thrown into the dungeons.”

“If you had not placed me in the dungeons,
sire”, responded the vizier, “I would have
accompanied you on the hunting trip and
would be captured by the cannibals. Since
my body is whole and | do not have any
missing fingers, the cannibals would have
sacrificed me. So you saved my life by
throwing me in the dungeons”

“Khair, inshallah”, cried out the king. “l now
understand the meaning of the Ayah, “Man
plans but God is the best of planners”.
There is goodness in whatever God gives us.
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